
SPVS announce important developments in vet learning 

THE Society of Practising Veterinary Surgeons (SPVS) has joined forces with the Professional 
Development Foundation (PDF) to revolutionise higher veterinary education in the UK.

The two organisations – SPVS through its Masters and Doctors Group (MDG) – have officially 
announced that they will deliver the new modular Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons (RCVS) 
Certificate in Advanced Veterinary Practice (CertAVP) and the CertAVP (VetGP) qualifications 
through the new Vet Learning group.

SPVS recognised that vets were finding it difficult, if not impossible, to combine working in 
practise with completing the old-style certificates and decided to work with the RCVS to create 
more flexible and relevant qualifications and the PDF to provide more guidance and support.  

Students taking the Vet GP qualification will also work from a syllabus that firmly complements 
the experience of the practising modern vet.

Richard Hillman, SPVS President Elect and SPVS CertAVP project leader, explained: “I 
registered for the RCVS Certificate in Welfare and Ethics three years ago as, as a practice owner, 
I am very interested in these fields but have found it very difficult to juggle work, home life and 
study.”

He added: “I’ve been on the CPD and I’ve read the books so I’ve done the personal development 
parts of the certificate but I just can’t get the cases written up. If I had the structure, support and 
mentoring that the SPVS and Vet Learning will now supply, I could have gone on and got the 
qualification I wanted. I am delighted that Vet Learning has now been created.”

Both qualifications will be assessed at MSc level and will be quality controlled by the University 
of Middlesex and the national Quality Assurance Agency (QAA).

SPVS will shortly announce the date of a road show that will supply practitioners with further 
information on this ground-breaking development in veterinary education, including how to 
structure their CPD.


